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“DO NOT BE AFRAID — THIS IS THE
PENTECOST™
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| NTRODUCT! ON: (BIBLE | N BASI C ENGLISH)
ACTS 2:1-13:

1- And when the day of Pentecost was cone, they were al
t ogether in one place.

2- And suddenly there cane from heaven a sound |ike the
rushing of a violent wind, and all the house where they
were was full of it.

3- And they saw tongues, like flanes of fire, comng to
rest on every one of them

4- And they were all full of the Holy Spirit, and were
talking in different |anguages, as the Spirit gave them
power .

5- Now there were living at Jerusalem Jews, God-fearing
men, from every nation under heaven.

6- And when this sound cane to their ears, they all cane
together, and were greatly surprised because every man was
hearing the words of the disciples in his special

| anguage.

7- And they were full of wonder and said, Are not all

t hese nen Gal il aeans?

8- And howis it that every one of us is hearing their

words in the | anguage which was ours fromour birth?
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9- Men of Parthia, Media, and Elam and those living in
Mesopotam a, in Judaea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asi a,
10- In Phrygia and Panphylia, in Egypt and the parts of

Li bya about Cyrene, and those who have cone from Rone,
Jews by birth and ot hers who have becone Jews,

11- Men of Crete and Arabia, to all of us they are talking
in our different | anguages, of the great works of God.

12- And they were all surprised and in doubt saying to one
anot her, What is the reason of this?

13- But others, nmaking sport of them said, they are full

of new w ne.

? Pentecost: also called “Feast of Weks”: “Feast of

Harvest”; “Feast of the First Fruits”; it was a feast
t hat happened fifty days after the Passover, which

represented the deliverance of the Jewi sh people from

Egypt.

? The deliverance was sonething that only God coul d do,
and again only God, by his grace, could give the
sal vation to his people. Only God could do sonething so
powerful to his people, now at the Pentecost Day God

showed again his power and nercy.

? They celebrated the results of the deliverance, and now
t hey cel ebrated agai n because of the harvest, neaning
the great joy of celebrating the results, the fruits of
being free, by God's grace and nercy.

? In other words, Pentecost was a feast of testinonies,
one big celebration to tell everybody the m ghty work of

God, one celebration to tell how God had been so
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merciful to them After being captive for alnost 400
years, now they were free and they could celebrate with
the fruits of God’s blessings in their lives.

Trying to nmake a parallel with what we are called to
remenber in the Day of Pentecost, certainly we could
recogni ze in our lives that everything started with our
sal vati on, sonething that happened by God s grace

t hrough His Son Jesus Christ — Passover — Deliverance.

And... We can recognize the celebration of Pentecost as
our call to proclaimthe good news of salvation to al
humanki nd. To proclaimto all nations, tribes and
peoples, to all famlies of the earth, the precious nane
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen?

But, we know that we can only nmake this job through the
Holy Spirit. There is no other way to do our job and

m ssi on except by the power of the Holy Spirit, which
was a prom se from God.

Acts 1:8, “but you will have power, when the Holy Spirit

has cone on you; and you will be ny witnesses in
Jerusal em and all Judaea and Samaria, and to the ends of

the earth.”

And now, at the Pentecost, the prom sed Holy Spirit

I nvaded that place and changed the destiny of the entire
humanki nd. The people there started to understand the
gospel in their own | anguages, and a new | anguage — a

| anguage of |ove, God's | ove, now was understandable to

everyone: The | anguage of sal vation through Jesus Chri st.
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But, one inportant thing to remnd us is that: the power

that they received was not to nake them a powerf ul

peopl e, but a power to proclai mthe good news of

sal vati on.

Now, the feast of the blessings of God had a new

neani ng, a new understandi ng. The freedom the

del i verance of God’ s peopl e now was t hrough Jesus
Christ, and the Holy Spirit should do the harvest.

In that day, we know that the m racul ous Church of God

had begun. The church, enpowered by the Holy Spirit was
comm ssioned to tell all the famlies of the earth, the
good news of the deliverance, and the good news of

sal vati on. The good news of God s grace and nercy.

We already know that the real mracle that day was the

m racle of understanding the Word of God in their

| anguages. They did not need to speak the sane Hebrew,

or Geek to understand what God was speaking to them

“Do not be afraid — this is the Pentecost” which neans:

The mracle of God is not for everybody to be the sane

people, or to speak the sanme | anguage - for exanple

English or Portuguese, but the mracle of God is to be

toget her, sharing our diversity, our differences,

sharing our traditions and at the sane tine being

capabl e, through the Holy Spirit of God, to understand

our call to proclaimGod' s salvation through H s Son

Jesus Chri st.

At this point, you could think that I amin the wong

day to tell you again the history of the Pentecost, or
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maybe these Brazilian folks have a different day to
cel ebrate the Pentecost or maybe this Brazilian pastor
is alittle bit crazy; but let ne tell you sonething
nmore appropriate or clear: we are here, together, as a

result of Pentecost.

Now, | et ne share with you two short stories show ng
sone very practical results of this mracle of not being

afraid of mxing, as a practical result of Pentecost:

One day, one man, challenged by the Holy Spirit, decided
to share the Pentecost news in a foreign | and, Brazil.
O course being in a different country represents that
we are exposed to a new culture and probably we w Il be

weaker or |ose sonething, but..let nme tell the story...

Ashbel Green Sinpbnton, a former student of Princeton

Theol ogi cal Sem nary, 26 years old, narried to Hel en

Mur dock, after been ordained by the Presbyterian Church,
arrived in the city of Rio de Janeiro — Brazil, August
12t h, 1859.

He began his mnistry, teaching English as a strategy to
be in touch with people. In addition, he began to | earn
Por t uguese.

In April of 1860, Sinonton preached his first sernon in
t he Portuguese | anguage.

In 1862 he received his first two Christians believers,
occasion in which he did the inauguration of the First

Presbyterian Church in Brazil, Rio de Janeiro city.

Four years later, in 1863, his wfe Helen Mirdock died.
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In 1864, he founded the first evangelical newspaper in
Brazil called Inprensa Evangelica. Al so, he established

the First Presbytery of Brazil.

In 1865, the first ordained mnister converted to the
Refornmed faith was a Catholic priest called Jose Manoel
da Conceicao (1822 — 1873), who hel ped himso nuch to

i nplant a lot of churches in the state of Sao Paul o.
During the year of 1867, he established the first
Ref or med Theol ogi cal School in Brazil.

When he was 34 years old, alnost 8 years after he
arrived in Brazil, the Reverend Ashbel G een Sinonton
died (1867), victimof a disease called yellow fever.
This is a “resune” of a “normal” man, who was enpower ed
by the Holy Spirit, and decided to tell the salvation
story in a different context and changed the history of
one nation - Brazil.

In reality, we have no idea what could happen when we
are not afraid to attend God’'s call of being together in

a different context - This is the Pentecost.

When Si nonton preached in Sao Paulo city it had 20, 000
peopl e, and nowadays Sao Paul o has nore than 20 mllion
peopl e. The Presbyterian Church gave the foundation of
the Refornmed faith in Brazil, and nowadays, Brazil is
t he nunber one country to send-out m ssionaries to the

world. By the way; we are here today as a fruit of your

(Presbyterian Church) m ssion work — as a result of the

Pent ecost .
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Sone years later, during the World War |1, the entire

worl d was suffering a lot with all that tragedy. But,
one famly in special was suffering with the effects of

the war as well as with its own tragedy.

My grandnother, fromny nonis side, in those days had

four children, and she becane infected with the terrible
di sease of |leprosy. That tinme in Brazil, and for the
entire world, that disease represented a “curse”, nobody
could be in touch with them it was very dangerous, and
she needed to be sent to a specialized hospital.

In her famly, nobody could or wanted to take care of
her four children. Her husband needed to work to pay all
the famly and hospital bills, and probably the children
shoul d go to an orphanage.

But God decided to intervene in that situation. Her

nei ghbor, a Presbyterian wonan, decided to take care of

her four children. Naturally, my nother was one of those

f our chil dren.

And for al nost four years she took care of her famly.
That Presbyterian woman fed, dressed, gave her |ove,
care, and the nost inportant every Sunday she brought
the four children to the church

After four years w thout seeing her children, and after
bei ng heal ed, ny grandnot her cane back to her hone and
saw her children happy, well treated, healthy, and ny
grandnot her said to her neighbor: |I want to know your
God!
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? My grandnot her was i npacted by the testinony of her
nei ghbor, and changed conpletely the perspective of her
life. A new hope and joy bear her new life and she
started sharing that good news of Pentecost, as she
travel ed selling clothes, she preached the gospel, she
hel ped to start new churches, and one of them was the
church in which I was born — the Presbyterian Church of

Itati nga — Sao Paul o state.

? That nei ghbor, enpowered by the Holy Spirit, decided to
get involved, she decided to mx with sonmeone who was
consi dered a “cursed one - a cursed famly”, but God
changed their lives conpletely. Only eternity could tell

us the fruits of her practice - a result of Pentecost.

? In conclusion, dear people of God...

? Being together, being exposed to the diversity is the

best way to understand about us. And | believe that we

are stronger when we know better about ourselves.

? Keeping our cultural identity and di scovering the

ri chest experience of |earning about other cultures and

decide to work together for the sane purpose of the

Ki ngdom and Jory of God — this is Pentecost.

? Do not be afraid of m xing, do not be afraid of new

cultures, do not be afraid of being together, do not be

afraid to get involved with people — “probably a cursed

peopl e”, because being together you will be opening the

door to see God's mracles. Being together, with all of

our differences, is the door to the out-pouring of the
Holy Spirit. Do not be afraid - this is the Pentecost.




? Psalns 67: (Portuguese)

1- Que Deus tenha msericordia de n6s e nos abencoe, e
faca respl andecer o seu rosto sobre nos,

2- para que sejam conhecidos na terra os teus cam nhos, a
tua sal vacédo entre todas as nacgoes.

3- "Louvemte os povos, 0 Deus; |louvemte todos os povos."
4- Exultem e cantem de al egria as nagdes, pois governas oS
povos com justica e guias as naclOes na terra.

5- "Louvemte os povos, 0 Deus; |louvemte todos os povos."
6- Que a terra dé a sua col heita, e Deus, 0 nosso Deus,
nos abencoe!

7- Que Deus nos abencoe, e o temam todos os confins da
terra. AVEM!!

1- May God gives us nercy and bl essing, and let the |ight
of his face be shining on us;

2- So that nen may see your way on the earth, and your

sal vati on anong all nations.

3- Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the
peopl es give you prai se.

4- O let the nations be glad, and nake song of joy; for
you wll be the judge of the peoples in righteousness,

gui ding the nations of the earth.

5- Let the peoples give you praise, O God; let all the
peopl es give you praise.

6- The earth has given her increase; and God, even our
God, will give us his blessing.

7- God wll give us his blessing; so let all the ends of
the earth be in fear of him AVEM!!



